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 Arc of Genesee Orleans participated in a toy drive 
benefitting area children this holiday season.  Toys collected in 
Genesee and Orleans Counties went to children in their respective 
counties.  The photo above was taken at Ken Barrett Chevrolet 
Batavia, the Salvation Army toy drive collection site in Genesee 
County.  The event is sponsored annually by WBTA Radio.  During  
the toy drive, Arc individuals had the opportunity to participate in 
the live radio broadcast!  
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 Sandra M. Gumerove is the new president of The Arc 
New York,  having been sworn in by immediate past president 
Laura Kennedy at The Arc New York annual convention in 
October.  The Arc New York Board of Governors tapped 
Gumerove to lead the call to action uniting  51 regional chapters 
in its campaign to update public policy and laws to better support 
the growing number of New Yorkers with disabilities and their 
families. 

 "It's a critical time for disability advocates, and I am 
proud to serve as President," said Gumerove. "Across New York 
State, Chapters of The Arc New York will stand together for 
greater understanding, inclusion and opportunity on specific 
issues. Progress, in my 30 years as an advocate, attorney and 
parent,   only comes through a shared commitment to engaging 
local communities and all levels of government." 

 Gumerove comes to office at a time when thousands of 
New Yorkers with I/DD are in immediate need of housing and 

face an onerous, unclear process for placement; are struggling with a shortage of direct support professionals who ensure daily 
living needs are met; and face challenges arising from gaps in teacher compensation between preschools that serve children 
with developmental disabilities and typical schools. 

 Gumerove is poised to address these issues, after serving 
as a member of The Arc of the United States Policy Committee for 
the past 10 years and Chair of The Arc New York Government 
Affairs Committee for seven years. Gumerove also has been active 
on the board of AHRC Nassau, an Arc New York chapter based on 
Long Island. 

 "Saundra has been a powerful and persistent advocate for 
countless families for decades," said Mark van Voorst, Executive 
Director of The Arc New York. "She is committed to the unique 
experience of how disability impacts lives. We welcome her 
leadership to advance our collective mission and vision." 

 

 “I believe deeply in our mission, and I believe that   
it will guide us in finding ways to continue to provide vital 
services, supports and advocacy to our community and to 
strengthen our organization. It is my hope that as the    
President of The Arc New York, I will have the opportunity 
to help shape a clear strategic direction for the pursuit of 
that mission – a direction that will unify our voice 
statewide, strengthen our ability to evolve with the    
changing field, and position us for success moving forward.” 

   Sandra Gumerove, President 

   The Arc New York 
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Non-Profit 

Organization 

Batavia NY 

Permit No. 216 

Please write to us at our address if you wish to have 

your name removed from our newsletter mailing list. 

64 Walnut Street  

Batavia, NY  14020 

(585) 343-1123    arcgo.org 


